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Tel l  me now you know
Round and round we go
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I  be grindin’ ,  you waste time
Know you wanna rol l  with me
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I  wanna be your k ing of hearts
Just let me be your k ing of hearts
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Let’s  start,  we gon’  f ly
We won’t  stop,  it ’s  a lr ight



and and 
shines shines 

on their own; it on their own; it 
represents bravery and being courageous represents bravery and being courageous 
enough to take risks. Venus conjuncts the enough to take risks. Venus conjuncts the 
planet  Uranus, and this aspect can signify planet  Uranus, and this aspect can signify 
how NCT pulls off new concepts well, and how NCT pulls off new concepts well, and 
deserve to be praised for it. This aspect deserve to be praised for it. This aspect 
also makes a conjunction to the ninth house also makes a conjunction to the ninth house 
cusp, which can impact that this comeback cusp, which can impact that this comeback 
was highly adored and received well by was highly adored and received well by 
their international audience in particular. their international audience in particular. 
It also can reflect a sudden increase in It also can reflect a sudden increase in 
popularity and gaining new fans. popularity and gaining new fans. 
This event chart has a steady, peaceful This event chart has a steady, peaceful 
Taurus at the beginning of the ninth house,  Taurus at the beginning of the ninth house,  
with its ruling planet in the eighth house with its ruling planet in the eighth house 
conjunct Uranus. As previously stated, conjunct Uranus. As previously stated, 
the comeback was very well received, the comeback was very well received, 
especially by their international audience. especially by their international audience. 
When this comeback occurred, NCT was When this comeback occurred, NCT was 
making plans to do a tour across North making plans to do a tour across North 
America,  which ultimately never America,  which ultimately never 
happened due to the incredibly happened due to the incredibly 
broad spread of COVID-19.  The broad spread of COVID-19.  The 
asteroid Vesta, which deals with asteroid Vesta, which deals with 
dedication and passion, falls in the dedication and passion, falls in the 
ninth house. This is a potential indicator ninth house. This is a potential indicator 
of them finding multiple ways to connect of them finding multiple ways to connect 
with their fans abroad, and they are with their fans abroad, and they are 
relentless about it. They have started using relentless about it. They have started using 

TikTok and doing more events online so TikTok and doing more events online so 
people all over the world can enjoy some people all over the world can enjoy some 

type of content from them. type of content from them. 

Their tenth house is in Gemini Their tenth house is in Gemini 
and the ruling planet is in the and the ruling planet is in the 

sixth house, representing the sixth house, representing the 
hard work they put into this hard work they put into this 

comeback. Gemini in the comeback. Gemini in the 
tenth house is allowing tenth house is allowing 
them to have fun and them to have fun and 
show off their hard show off their hard 
work. The energy this work. The energy this 
comeback has to the comeback has to the 
public is fun, uplifting, public is fun, uplifting, 
and inviting. and inviting. 
It is hard It is hard 
not not 
to take to take 
notice of this notice of this 
bubbly energy. bubbly energy. 
North node is in the North node is in the 
tenth house as well, tenth house as well, 

signifying that they signifying that they 
were destined to get were destined to get 

public recognition for public recognition for 
this comeback. They are this comeback. They are 

becoming more popular becoming more popular 
in multiple ways, including in multiple ways, including 

getting public recognition getting public recognition 
abroad and being abroad and being 

respected by their seniors at home. respected by their seniors at home. 
They became a million-sellers with this They became a million-sellers with this 

album,  and that is certainly no small feat. album,  and that is certainly no small feat. 
This comeback proved that NCT deserves This comeback proved that NCT deserves 
every bit of praise they get for their talent every bit of praise they get for their talent 
and fresh concepts. and fresh concepts. 

Their eleventh house is in Cancer, and the Their eleventh house is in Cancer, and the 
lunar luminary is seated in the same house, lunar luminary is seated in the same house, 
representing online recognition and social representing online recognition and social 
media activity. The moon in this house media activity. The moon in this house 
represents the inspiration this brought to represents the inspiration this brought to 
fans. From the “Kick It” challenge on Tiktok, fans. From the “Kick It” challenge on Tiktok, 
which was created by Kia (@taeileechan on which was created by Kia (@taeileechan on 
Twitter), to the large, green mum I made Twitter), to the large, green mum I made 
and wore for NCT’s performance at the and wore for NCT’s performance at the 
rodeo, there was no shortage of activities rodeo, there was no shortage of activities 
and participation from fans on Twitter. and participation from fans on Twitter. 
There were projects both big and small; There were projects both big and small; 
from the “stream kick it” selfie challenge, to from the “stream kick it” selfie challenge, to 
the eventual the eventual creation of EnVi, creation of EnVi, 
NCity has NCity has been chock full of been chock full of 

engaging and engaging and 
exciting social exciting social 
media content. The media content. The 
moon in this house moon in this house 
also represents the also represents the 
measure or method measure or method 

of of receiving validation. receiving validation. 
NCT members are always paying NCT members are always paying 

attention to what NCTzens do, but attention to what NCTzens do, but 
they are watching social media even they are watching social media even 

more now, given the circumstances and more now, given the circumstances and 
the amount of content NCity generates. the amount of content NCity generates. 

Hopefully, they feel secure and proud of Hopefully, they feel secure and proud of 
themselves for their hard work on the “Kick themselves for their hard work on the “Kick 
It” comeback. It” comeback. 

The event chart has Leo on the twelfth The event chart has Leo on the twelfth 
house cusp, with the ruling luminary in the house cusp, with the ruling luminary in the 
seventh house conjunct Neptune. Twelfth seventh house conjunct Neptune. Twelfth 
house, Piscean, and Neptunian energy can house, Piscean, and Neptunian energy can 
all make it difficult to understand or realize all make it difficult to understand or realize 
how something is perceived. It can also how something is perceived. It can also 
make the subject aware of themselves, but make the subject aware of themselves, but 
frustrated because they do not know how frustrated because they do not know how 
to convey the messages they want to send to convey the messages they want to send 
to others, both verbal and nonverbal. This to others, both verbal and nonverbal. This 

reflects that the reflects that the 
NCT members NCT members 

may know that may know that 
this comeback this comeback 

did well and that it did well and that it 
was received well, but was received well, but 

they may not be aware of they may not be aware of 
the impact this comeback the impact this comeback 

had. The number of idols had. The number of idols 
covering “Kick It,” the Neo Zone covering “Kick It,” the Neo Zone 

album selling a million copies, the press album selling a million copies, the press 
they received, and the performances they received, and the performances 
they are doing should prove to them this they are doing should prove to them this 
comeback was successful. However, it is still comeback was successful. However, it is still 
uncertain if they recognized the shift in the uncertain if they recognized the shift in the 
fandom since the comeback happened. It fandom since the comeback happened. It 
is possible, though, the recent release of is possible, though, the recent release of 
NCT 2020 may help them to realize their NCT 2020 may help them to realize their 
true popularity. true popularity. 

To summarize, the highly concentrated and To summarize, the highly concentrated and 
determined energy in this chart reflects determined energy in this chart reflects 
what likely resulted in the comeback’s what likely resulted in the comeback’s 
success. “Kick It” will only help NCT  spring success. “Kick It” will only help NCT  spring 
forward and reach impossibly high for their forward and reach impossibly high for their 
next opportunities. The comeback was also next opportunities. The comeback was also 
responsible for bringing in new fans. They responsible for bringing in new fans. They 
should continue focusing on themselves, should continue focusing on themselves, 
as being concerned only with what they as being concerned only with what they 
are doing will keep them on this path of are doing will keep them on this path of 
unprecedented success. NCTzens should unprecedented success. NCTzens should 
continue to engage and come up with continue to engage and come up with 
creative ways to share NCT’s talent with creative ways to share NCT’s talent with 
others, as long as they have their priorities others, as long as they have their priorities 
in order and aren’t neglecting their in order and aren’t neglecting their 
responsibilities to do so.responsibilities to do so.

in this house, and the co-ruling planet Uranus in this house, and the co-ruling planet Uranus 
falls in the eighth house. This seems to reflect falls in the eighth house. This seems to reflect 
a level of inspiration their peers have found a level of inspiration their peers have found 
from watching this comeback. The uniqueness from watching this comeback. The uniqueness 
inspires their peers and the love for this inspires their peers and the love for this 
comeback is pretty apparent on all sides. comeback is pretty apparent on all sides. 

The chart has Aquarius on the cusp of the The chart has Aquarius on the cusp of the 
sixth house. Asteroid Ceres conjuncts the sixth sixth house. Asteroid Ceres conjuncts the sixth 
house cusp, suggesting that the members felt house cusp, suggesting that the members felt 
nurtured, or that working on this comeback was nurtured, or that working on this comeback was 
therapeutic for them. Mercury is in retrograde, but therapeutic for them. Mercury is in retrograde, but 
since it’s not in a fall or detrimental sign, it does not since it’s not in a fall or detrimental sign, it does not 
impact them too harshly. It also falls in the house that impact them too harshly. It also falls in the house that 
one of its designated zodiac signs rules. This suggests one of its designated zodiac signs rules. This suggests 
the energy is not too unfamiliar, but they may have found the energy is not too unfamiliar, but they may have found 
it challenging to work on this. On the other hand, it can also it challenging to work on this. On the other hand, it can also 
suggest that the energy has slowed down and allowed them suggest that the energy has slowed down and allowed them 
to have a little bit of a respite from their jam-packed schedules. to have a little bit of a respite from their jam-packed schedules. 
It can also indicate this era was cut shorter than intended. This It can also indicate this era was cut shorter than intended. This 
is clear in hindsight since NCT 127 was supposed to tour in the is clear in hindsight since NCT 127 was supposed to tour in the 
United States and perform songs from their United States and perform songs from their 
new album, yet their only live performance of “Kick It” was at the new album, yet their only live performance of “Kick It” was at the 
Houston Livestock  Show & Rodeo. It feels like part of them feel Houston Livestock  Show & Rodeo. It feels like part of them feel 
a bittersweet way about it, and they wish they could have had a bittersweet way about it, and they wish they could have had 
the opportunity to showcase their hard work on this project to the opportunity to showcase their hard work on this project to 
the fans. the fans. 

The seventh house is in Pisces, with planetary ruler Jupiter in The seventh house is in Pisces, with planetary ruler Jupiter in 
the fifth house and the co-ruling planet Neptune in the seventh the fifth house and the co-ruling planet Neptune in the seventh 
house. As previously mentioned, they took inspiration from house. As previously mentioned, they took inspiration from 
others around them, and this moved their fans as well. This others around them, and this moved their fans as well. This 
comeback helped the members connect with fans, and brought comeback helped the members connect with fans, and brought 

both Korean and international NCTzens together. Sun both Korean and international NCTzens together. Sun 
conjunct Neptune in Pisces represents this blurring of conjunct Neptune in Pisces represents this blurring of 
boundaries, and the NCT members may have been boundaries, and the NCT members may have been 

paying closer attention to fans’ feedback than paying closer attention to fans’ feedback than 
they have previously. They have asteroid they have previously. They have asteroid 
Chiron making tight conjunction with asteroid Chiron making tight conjunction with asteroid 

Lilith in the seventh house as well. It almost Lilith in the seventh house as well. It almost 
appears like competitors are watching and feel appears like competitors are watching and feel 

either jealous or threatened by NCT,  and may either jealous or threatened by NCT,  and may 
attempt to draw attention away from them during their attempt to draw attention away from them during their 

comebacks. comebacks. 

This chart’s eighth house cusp is in Aries, and the ruling planet This chart’s eighth house cusp is in Aries, and the ruling planet 
Mars is in the fifth house.  NCT does not follow trends, they set Mars is in the fifth house.  NCT does not follow trends, they set 
them. This is apparent with the independent sign Aries at the them. This is apparent with the independent sign Aries at the 
cusp of the eighth house. Eighth house matters can refer to cusp of the eighth house. Eighth house matters can refer to 
behind the scenes action and actors, including business owners behind the scenes action and actors, including business owners 
and large corporations or industries. Aries is a sign that stands out and large corporations or industries. Aries is a sign that stands out 

The rising sign in any kind of astrological chart sets up the rest of The rising sign in any kind of astrological chart sets up the rest of 
the houses and planetary positions. In the event chart for “Kick the houses and planetary positions. In the event chart for “Kick 
It,” the chart possesses a Virgo  Ascendant. “Kick It” was well It,” the chart possesses a Virgo  Ascendant. “Kick It” was well 
planned in every aspect, with every choice both musically and planned in every aspect, with every choice both musically and 
stylistically chosen for a deliberate purpose. It’s a very clever stylistically chosen for a deliberate purpose. It’s a very clever 
song; catchy and easy to listen to, subtly grabbing your attention. song; catchy and easy to listen to, subtly grabbing your attention. 
It’s not meant to be as polarizing as others, such as ‘Firetruck’ or It’s not meant to be as polarizing as others, such as ‘Firetruck’ or 
‘Punch,’  and appeals to a wider audience. ‘Punch,’  and appeals to a wider audience. 

Martial arts enthusiasts can appreciate this track because of the Martial arts enthusiasts can appreciate this track because of the 
many references to iconic martial arts movies and figures packed many references to iconic martial arts movies and figures packed 
into the performance and lyrics.into the performance and lyrics.
Their second house is in Libra, with the house ruler in the eighth Their second house is in Libra, with the house ruler in the eighth 
house conjunct to planet Uranus. This reflects their inspiration house conjunct to planet Uranus. This reflects their inspiration 
from an unexpected place, and their decisions being influenced from an unexpected place, and their decisions being influenced 
by such inspiration. They stand out positively and are likely to by such inspiration. They stand out positively and are likely to 
inspire others with their styling and concepts in future videos. inspire others with their styling and concepts in future videos. 
This also suggests a pleasant, clean looking style. In other words, This also suggests a pleasant, clean looking style. In other words, 
it’s easy on the eyes and looks luxurious. The music, video it’s easy on the eyes and looks luxurious. The music, video 
aesthetics, and clothing styles were all balanced well. aesthetics, and clothing styles were all balanced well. 

Their third house is in Scorpio, and the planetary ruler Mars is in Their third house is in Scorpio, and the planetary ruler Mars is in 
the fifth house.  They were careful to reference multiple martial the fifth house.  They were careful to reference multiple martial 
arts movies and figures in the song,  so the inspiration for the arts movies and figures in the song,  so the inspiration for the 
lyrics was quite clear-cut. The lyrical themes were expressed well lyrics was quite clear-cut. The lyrical themes were expressed well 
in the video and the surroundings tied in with the message NCT in the video and the surroundings tied in with the message NCT 
127  wanted to send.  127  wanted to send.  

The “Kick It” event chart has the fourth house cusp in Sagittarius, The “Kick It” event chart has the fourth house cusp in Sagittarius, 
and the planetary ruler is in the fifth house as well. This and the planetary ruler is in the fifth house as well. This 
house could represent their attitudes while preparing for this house could represent their attitudes while preparing for this 
comeback. Sagittarius is a sign of optimism, fun, and abundance. comeback. Sagittarius is a sign of optimism, fun, and abundance. 
The members likely had a lot of fun getting into the feeling and The members likely had a lot of fun getting into the feeling and 
energy of the roles they played and took it seriously. energy of the roles they played and took it seriously. They put They put 
a lot of heart and soul into this comeback. a lot of heart and soul into this comeback. 

Their fifth house is in Capricorn, which contains a Their fifth house is in Capricorn, which contains a 
stellium consisting of Mars,  Jupiter, Pluto, and Saturn. stellium consisting of Mars,  Jupiter, Pluto, and Saturn. 
Capricorn and the ruling planet Saturn have very Capricorn and the ruling planet Saturn have very 
serious,  refined, and mature energy. This is an serious,  refined, and mature energy. This is an 
energy that’s very calculated and wary of risks. It energy that’s very calculated and wary of risks. It 
can indicate that there was some anxiety around can indicate that there was some anxiety around how how 
fans or others might respond to this comeback. fans or others might respond to this comeback. 
However, because Saturnian energy is careful and However, because Saturnian energy is careful and 
methodical—they went above and beyond to make methodical—they went above and beyond to make 
sure everything went perfectly.  sure everything went perfectly.  

This can also be seen with the abundance of planetary This can also be seen with the abundance of planetary 
energy in the fifth house.  Their hard work paid off, as seen energy in the fifth house.  Their hard work paid off, as seen 
through the Jupiter–Saturn–Pluto conjunction.  NCity has talked through the Jupiter–Saturn–Pluto conjunction.  NCity has talked 
about feeling a shift since “Kick It” came out, and it feels like about feeling a shift since “Kick It” came out, and it feels like 
everyone is taking NCT more seriously. They also have Aquarius everyone is taking NCT more seriously. They also have Aquarius 

BY DIANA | @18KST 
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What K-Pop Means to me and

How it Changed my Life

By BreAnna Collier | @Brelyndrop

K-Pop is an outlet for me, a stress reliever. Be
it listening to music or learning the dances, it
has helped me grow as a person. K-Pop has
changed my life quite a lot since middle
school. I was 11 when things got rough in my
life and instead of acting out like most would,
I turned to K-Pop instead and so, it is kind of a
savior to me. The music and artists helped me
during my struggles and rough times and it
was always there by my side, whenever I
needed help in coping.

K-Pop songs as well have such deeper
meanings once you read the lyrics and
interpret them in your way, it changed my
perspective. Each song has a set mood based
on the beats and my favorite songs to listen
to when I want to feel confident in myself is
ATEEZ’s ‘Hala Hala’ andMamamoo’s ‘Hip’.
When I'm in a cheery mood I like listening to
WayV’s ‘Let me love you’ and NCT 127’s
‘Welcome to my Playground’. Whereas, when
I’m in a nostalgic mood I listen to SHINee’s
‘Replay’ and Wonder Girls’ ‘Nobody’. When
I'm in a sad mood, I mostly listen to Doyoung’s
cover of ‘breathin’ by Ariana Grande because
the way you can hear and feel the emotions in
his voice just has me shook to the core.

The reason why I read lyrics and watch the
music video whenever available is that it can
give a great sense of what the song is about.
For example, my friend who is a huge
TEENTOP stan, Raven got me more into them
and their song ‘No more perfume on you’,
which is a jam. I bop to that song every time I
hear it but when I first watched the video I
immediately looked up the lyrics because it
was talking about cheating, hence the title.
NCT U’s ‘Yestoday’ is a song that I don’t just
enjoy the video for, but because of the tempo
and the way Taeyong, Mark, Doyoung, and
Lucas' voices match in the song; it’s soothing
to me and pulls me in each time. When I
looked up the lyrics also, there was a lot to
relate to, especially Lucas’ rap as it’s one of
my favorites. In Mark’s rap, some of the lyrics
make me understand him because I relate to
“Boy didn’t know a lot, I think I’m still the same
I’m still searching for my galaxy, still don’t
know my screen”. The way I interpret these
lines is that in the past I didn't know much and
I still don't, I'm still looking for myself. NCT is
relatable to me and they have changed the
way I reflect on myself to see if I have made
personal growth in time.

I’ve been a fan of K-pop since I was five years
of age so it’s been about 13 years in this game
as I am currently 18 years old. I stan many
groups - a few to name would be NCT,
ATEEZ, VAV, Boyfriend, ITZY, Stray Kids,
Dreamcatcher, Twice, Nu’est, and more... At
first K-Pop music was just a genre of music to
me like any other genre of music, I listened to
anything and everything because that is how I
was raised. But it was back in my middle
school years when I thought of K-Pop as more
than just another genre of music. By then, K-
Pop had started to have much more meaning
and it helped me get through a lot of trauma
in my life during 2014 and 2017.

K-Pop soon turned into a safe space for me
when I couldn’t turn to anyone in my family or
talk to them. I was always the mature yet
youngest sibling and I didn’t want to burden
my family so K-Pop was there for me, this
genre of music is something that helped me
when I was in a bad place or completely
stressed out. So turning to K-Pop helped me
quite a lot as certain songs could help
improve my mood or even just watching the
members in videos would bring a smile to my
face.

image source: NCT youtube channel
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In recent days I’ve been into NCT & WayV so
much that I find myself jamming out to them
unconsciously in my head sometimes. There’s
also a lot of various content that they put out
themselves and it's amazing. Watching them
have fun on vlives for birthdays, or just chilling
makes me feel like I’m with them and a part of
the fun. I’m a high school senior this year
virtually learning and NCT & WayV have been
making me laugh more in life because of their
energy from performing and on JCC. One of
my favorite JCC’s that I watched would be
when Johnny and Mark had done flying yoga,
it was just so funny the way they talked to
each other and the jokes they cracked along
with them trying something new to do when
they have the time. Watching WayV’s
cooking show with Ten, YangYang and Kun
was nice and made me laugh as they had to
do a girl group dance to get a hint for the
food they were cooking. It’s also nice to see
them do such things outside of dancing and
singing.  I also love animals and seeing WayV
adopt two cats and a dog to coexist with
them is loving and it makes me think about
how cute it is to raise animals together.  Even
recently with NCT 2020, the little clips I see
on Instagram from their new show make me
happy because all 23 members are together
and living their best lives.

K-Pop has changed my life a whole lot in the
last 13 years. It has been my best friend, a safe
space, and a comfort to me. I changed a lot
and have had more confidence in myself and
it’s been all for the best and I laugh a lot more
than I used to as well. I also learn K-Pop
dances and it makes me feel better about
myself and it's a free workout to keep active
during this pandemic in my own home after
long days of sitting down. K-Pop is an interest
I will keep in my life for a while because it
means so much to me and when I look back
on a time before K-Pop in my life I don’t even
know where I was or what I was doing. K-Pop
means that much to me and has changed my
life so drastically and I don’t think it is bad at
all because it makes me very happy and ready
to look forward in life and not backward.

image source: NCT twitter

106 107



ask fans their thoughts. Among their messages, Yangyang ask fans their thoughts. Among their messages, Yangyang 
mentioned how he was excited for Sungchan to debut since mentioned how he was excited for Sungchan to debut since 
he’d been waiting since they were trainees together for him he’d been waiting since they were trainees together for him 
to debut. This revelation, thanks to Yangyang, led to people to debut. This revelation, thanks to Yangyang, led to people 
recalling a VLive when Jaemin was in a practice room and recalling a VLive when Jaemin was in a practice room and 
what many assumed to be a trainee at the time didn’t shut what many assumed to be a trainee at the time didn’t shut 
the door during the broadcast. Though NCTzens still do the door during the broadcast. Though NCTzens still do 
not have confirmation if it truly was Sungchan, many joked not have confirmation if it truly was Sungchan, many joked 
about how we’d had him under our noses all along and how about how we’d had him under our noses all along and how 

Jaemin and he were already friends.Jaemin and he were already friends.

Though NCTzens were struggling to find traces of Sungchan Though NCTzens were struggling to find traces of Sungchan 
and piecing together the bits of information they had and piecing together the bits of information they had 
received, finding Shotaro was relatively easier. Soon after received, finding Shotaro was relatively easier. Soon after 
he was announced, clips from his TikTok account surfaced, he was announced, clips from his TikTok account surfaced, 
of him dancing. As more were found and revealed, it came of him dancing. As more were found and revealed, it came 
out that not only was he a great dancer on TikTok just for fun, out that not only was he a great dancer on TikTok just for fun, 
but he also attended the renowned dance school EXILE but he also attended the renowned dance school EXILE 
Professional Gym - otherwise known as EXPG - in Japan. Professional Gym - otherwise known as EXPG - in Japan. 
Videos of him dancing with choreographers and classmates Videos of him dancing with choreographers and classmates 
alike surfaced and NCTzens were able to see glimpses of alike surfaced and NCTzens were able to see glimpses of 
his skills as a dancer. One particular video that’s become his skills as a dancer. One particular video that’s become 
quite popular among NCTzens finds him dancing to Megan quite popular among NCTzens finds him dancing to Megan 
Thee Stallion’s “Ride or Die” in a yellow headband with Thee Stallion’s “Ride or Die” in a yellow headband with 
bear ears, showcasing his adorable personality paired with bear ears, showcasing his adorable personality paired with 
his aggressive and impressive dancing. Perhaps the most his aggressive and impressive dancing. Perhaps the most 
exciting videos of Shotaro that were found happened to be exciting videos of Shotaro that were found happened to be 
his short cover of NCT 127’s “Kick It,” his dance to a mashup his short cover of NCT 127’s “Kick It,” his dance to a mashup 
of “Cherry Bomb” and “Kick It,” and him doing the Candy of “Cherry Bomb” and “Kick It,” and him doing the Candy 
Challenge with his friends for Baekhyun’s solo song “Candy.” Challenge with his friends for Baekhyun’s solo song “Candy.” 
Because of these covers, many mentioned how it felt like he Because of these covers, many mentioned how it felt like he 
was destined to be a member of NCT and that it was a major was destined to be a member of NCT and that it was a major 
accomplishment to go from being a fan doing covers on accomplishment to go from being a fan doing covers on 
TikTok to debuting in the very same group.TikTok to debuting in the very same group.

Of course, with any addition of new members, we were Of course, with any addition of new members, we were 
anxious to see what skills Shotaro and Sungchan would anxious to see what skills Shotaro and Sungchan would 
bring to NCT and what they would sound like or look bring to NCT and what they would sound like or look 
like dancing with NCT. Just within the past week with the like dancing with NCT. Just within the past week with the 

On September 20,On September 20,
2020, @NCTsmtown on Twitter posted a 2020, @NCTsmtown on Twitter posted a 
ten-second video clip that shook NCity. ten-second video clip that shook NCity. 
It was the new logo for NCT 2020. Along It was the new logo for NCT 2020. Along 
with the new logo came layout changes with the new logo came layout changes 
for all NCT associated accounts, and a for all NCT associated accounts, and a 
video edit of NCT’s past music videos. The video edit of NCT’s past music videos. The 
scramble in NCity for information about scramble in NCity for information about 
NCT 2020, however, was off to a head start NCT 2020, however, was off to a head start 
as several articles, including a company as several articles, including a company 
confirmation article, had surfaced several confirmation article, had surfaced several 
days prior. Along with the general days prior. Along with the general 
excitement of getting a new group project excitement of getting a new group project 
with all the members, a specific detail that with all the members, a specific detail that 
caught the attention of everyone in NCity caught the attention of everyone in NCity 
was the mention of two new members was the mention of two new members 
named Sungchan and Shotaro to NCT’s named Sungchan and Shotaro to NCT’s 
lineup. As any fans of a group would, lineup. As any fans of a group would, 
NCTzens began to search high and low NCTzens began to search high and low 
for clues about who these new members for clues about who these new members 
could be. What they looked like, how could be. What they looked like, how 
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official release of the Resonance Part 1 album have we official release of the Resonance Part 1 album have we 
been able to see Sungchan and Shotaro display their been able to see Sungchan and Shotaro display their 
abilities, much to the applause of NCTzens. Sungchan came abilities, much to the applause of NCTzens. Sungchan came 
first with his appearance in the Track Video for “Misfit,” a first with his appearance in the Track Video for “Misfit,” a 
seemingly 90’s-inspired track featuring almost all of NCT’s seemingly 90’s-inspired track featuring almost all of NCT’s 
rap-line. In the video, Sungchan comes in following the rap-line. In the video, Sungchan comes in following the 
chanting chorus of “Misfit,” rapping with a bright tone chanting chorus of “Misfit,” rapping with a bright tone 
and strong camera presence, even adding a growl in the and strong camera presence, even adding a growl in the 
middle of his verse. This growl, along with his overall flow middle of his verse. This growl, along with his overall flow 

and tone, immediately captured NCTzens and tone, immediately captured NCTzens 
hearts. Tweets of praise and awe flooded hearts. Tweets of praise and awe flooded 

online, mentioning how amazingly skilled online, mentioning how amazingly skilled 
he was not only on his own but to be able to he was not only on his own but to be able to 

hold his presence on tracks with some of NCT’s hold his presence on tracks with some of NCT’s 
strongest rappers. The praise continued as he made strongest rappers. The praise continued as he made 

an appearance on the YouTube series Sun & Moon an appearance on the YouTube series Sun & Moon 
hosted by Haechan and Taeil, showing off his hosted by Haechan and Taeil, showing off his 

strength in a light-hearted push-up contest strength in a light-hearted push-up contest 
against Haechan. He quickly cemented against Haechan. He quickly cemented 

himself into the hearts of NCTzens as a strong himself into the hearts of NCTzens as a strong 
rapper and dear friend to the members alike.rapper and dear friend to the members alike.

Shotaro was just as quickly endeared to NCTzens Shotaro was just as quickly endeared to NCTzens 
as he showed off his adorable eye-smile on the WISH 2020 as he showed off his adorable eye-smile on the WISH 2020 
Live Event, quickly making his rounds on everyone’s bias-Live Event, quickly making his rounds on everyone’s bias-
wrecker lists. He also appeared next to Sungchan on the wrecker lists. He also appeared next to Sungchan on the 
same episode of Sun & Moon, showing off his impressive same episode of Sun & Moon, showing off his impressive 
dance skills to a background of Taeil beat-boxing. His sweet dance skills to a background of Taeil beat-boxing. His sweet 
and innocent smile and demeanor had NCTzens falling and innocent smile and demeanor had NCTzens falling 
for him every day. This all came to a head on the “Make for him every day. This all came to a head on the “Make 
a Wish” Countdown Live when NCTzens got to see him a Wish” Countdown Live when NCTzens got to see him 
interacting with the other members and playing games interacting with the other members and playing games 
with them. When the music video was released, everyone with them. When the music video was released, everyone 
was immediately blown away by his dancing skills once was immediately blown away by his dancing skills once 
again, especially as he received a fair amount of time as the again, especially as he received a fair amount of time as the 
center in the choreography. This amazement and praise center in the choreography. This amazement and praise 
continued as the “Make a Wish” unit had their first music continued as the “Make a Wish” unit had their first music 
show performance on M Countdown and he was truly able show performance on M Countdown and he was truly able 
to showcase his dance and rap skills on stage unfiltered. to showcase his dance and rap skills on stage unfiltered. 
NCTzens support and love for him are apparent as at the NCTzens support and love for him are apparent as at the 
time of writing this, his M Countdown fancam is currently the time of writing this, his M Countdown fancam is currently the 
most viewed out of the members of “Make a Wish” with 2.7 most viewed out of the members of “Make a Wish” with 2.7 
million views (and counting). million views (and counting). 

As NCTzens have gotten to know Sungchan and Shotaro As NCTzens have gotten to know Sungchan and Shotaro 
over the past few weeks, it’s become evident that they are over the past few weeks, it’s become evident that they are 
debuting into an amazing group where they have been debuting into an amazing group where they have been 
welcomed by the members and fans alike. Although we welcomed by the members and fans alike. Although we 
still have much more to learn about Sungchan and Shotaro, still have much more to learn about Sungchan and Shotaro, 
NCTzens have already shown them overwhelming love and NCTzens have already shown them overwhelming love and 
support, and it is truly heartwarming to see them enjoy their support, and it is truly heartwarming to see them enjoy their 
debut era with the members and support of fans.debut era with the members and support of fans.

BY SARAH BATHKE | @RANDOMFANDOMME 

old they were, how long they trained; old they were, how long they trained; 
anything was up to discover.anything was up to discover.

The most highly asked question seemed The most highly asked question seemed 
to be, “What do they even look like?” to be, “What do they even look like?” 
Within a few hours of the announcement, Within a few hours of the announcement, 
pictures that had been scooped up from pictures that had been scooped up from 
all corners of the internet were circulating all corners of the internet were circulating 
on Twitter with people speculating which on Twitter with people speculating which 
- if any - pictures were truly the new - if any - pictures were truly the new 
members. There were several pictures of members. There were several pictures of 
Sungchan at an NCT concert last year, but Sungchan at an NCT concert last year, but 
there was nearly no other trace of him to there was nearly no other trace of him to 
be found. The speculation ran rampant be found. The speculation ran rampant 
enough that at one point a photo of a boy enough that at one point a photo of a boy 
in a school uniform was believed to surely in a school uniform was believed to surely 
be him, only to have that rumor quickly be him, only to have that rumor quickly 
abandoned when the YearParty video abandoned when the YearParty video 
dropped and NCity saw Shotaro and dropped and NCity saw Shotaro and 
Sungchan for the first time. Soon after the Sungchan for the first time. Soon after the 
video was released, some of the members video was released, some of the members 
took to the messaging app Bubble to took to the messaging app Bubble to 
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Gotta get up,  go to bigger better things
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When we shine bright
I ’m al ive in the city



N
c

i
t

y
N

c
i
t

y
		


S
m

a
l
l
 	

 
  

 
		


S
m

a
l
l
 	

 
  

 
  

 B
u

s
in

e
s
s
e
s

  
 B

u
s

in
e
s
s
e
s @1yongct 

DESCRIBE YOUR BUSINESS:
I have an Etsy shop called Neochii where I sell custom 
goods and NCT goods. Majority are hand made and if 
not, they are sourced, printed and cut by myself. All 
custom goods are made to order and personalised to 
the customers choice. Everything is worldwide shipping 
except my best seller - the glass album plaques which is 
only shipped within the EU. I am working on new products 
to drop to shop soon too. 

INSPIRATION AND BACKGROUND STORY OF THE 
SHOP:
I initially opened my Etsy shop to sell the Taeyong sticker 
sheets that I drew for his birthday. However, what really 
got my Etsy shop started was my glass album plaques. 
One day I was making the plaques for myself and put 
it on my social media, to which people started asking 
if I could make them one. I really enjoy doing creative 
things, so I agreed. As soon as I put it on my Etsy shop, I 
started getting orders which made me very happy as it’s 
something I love and enjoy doing. Slowly I started adding 
more products and everything I add to the shop are things 
I made for myself.

USAGE OF ADVERTISEMENT:
I made a tiktok videos of me creating the product where 
one of them received a lot of attention. In terms of tiktok, 
I had no technique as the algorithm is very random. 
However, I have a fan account on Instagram with a 
large number of following so I used my own platform to 
advertise the goods. My followers were really receptive to 
it as they are the right audience for my products. 

UNSATISFIED CUSTOMERS ENCOUNTERS:
I’ve had unsatisfied customers, not due the product 
itself but due to damage during shipping and 
handling. I solve this through communicating with 
my customers as it’s an unfortunate situation 
for both sides. I make sure my customers aren’t 
unhappy with my customer service. 

STRUGGLES OF OWNING A SMALL BUSINESS:
The struggles I have had of owning a small business 
is that I don’t get orders as often as I wish I could. 
It can be demotivating sometimes, especially if 
you’re planning to add new things to the store. 
Everything requires a lot of thought, time, energy 
and investment. I overcome these by reminding 
myself to not focus on the sales but rather enjoy 
the process of making the products. Things don’t 
always happen immediately so it’s important to be 
patient.

BUSINESS INSIGHTS:
I have learned to never give up if something 
unfortunate happens. My first unsatisfied customer 
really demotivated me as I was not sure how to 
handle it. It’s really sad to see something I’ve spent 

so much time on being damaged but so is the customer who was looking forward to it. Through this experience, I 
have learned that communication is key to work things out no matter how nervous you may feel to get back to the 
customer about it. 

UNEXPECTED BENEFITS:
Through the sales of goods, I have been able to put that back into my 
small shop by investing in new products. The new products require a 
different set of skills so I can try out things I’ve always wanted to do 
and thus gain new skills through it. Often people don’t always get craft 
equipment due to it being sold in small or large bulks but having a small 
business has allowed me to venture into more arts and craft without 
creating waste by not using everything. 

GO-TO ADVISORS:
If there is something I’m unsure about, I will often check YouTube for 
small businesses as there are lots of videos with helpful information. I also 
ask my friends for advice on if they like the product and what I could do 
differently. It’s important to get feedback and reviews to see if I make 
the product even better and suitable for my target audience. 

TIPS AND ENCOURAGEMENTS FOR ASPIRING SELLERS:
Just remember that not everything happens immediately so don’t lose 
your motivation! Your hard work will pay off! 
be resourceful, be nice and have the courage and let your artistic side 
flow.

DESCRIBE YOUR BUSINESS:
I  sel l  mainly handmade Kpop merch,  but I  a lso paint 
custom shoes/bags and sel l  a lbums : )  @haru.custom 
on Instagram. 

INSPIRATION AND BACKGROUND STORY OF THE SHOP:
I t  started just after I  had been to see SuperM l ive in 
London,  at the beginning of this  year.  I  had up-cycled 
an old blazer and painted the back with my ult ’s  face 
- Mark Lee.  Throughout the whole event,  I  had many 
come and ask me where I  got it  from and if  they could 
have my socials  etc.  for me to make them one too. 
I  had been thinking about customising trainers for 
a long t ime and needed funds for personal  reasons. 
After the event I  thought “why not just try Taylor?” 
And that’s  what I  did.  I  started with the sneakers and 
gradual ly researched and created more products. 
Now, about 8 months later ,  I  have my l itt le shop. It ’s 
not always been easy and at t imes I  have wanted to 
stop but the love from my fol lowers (NCTzen and 
other fandoms al ike)  has given me the strength to 
continue! 

USAGE OF ADVERTISEMENT:
I  use Instagram the most.  Since most of my work is 
v isual ,  many of my fol lowers f ind it  a great way to 
see my products and are able to interact through 
Instagram stories.  I  can use hashtags,  and tags,  as wel l 
as col laborate with other smal l  shops/art ists.  If  i ’m 
honest,  the platform is  most famil iar  to me too.  I  have 
fan pages share my work through their  Instagram too,  which 
helps with advertis ing. 

@taylor_louisem
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UNSATISFIED CUSTOMERS ENCOUNTERS:
So far ,  I  have only had posit ive feedback.  I  try my best to 
uphold a professional  reputation and if  a customer was 
ever unsatisf ied,  I  would do whatever possible to make sure 
their  issues were resolved.  

STRUGGLES OF OWNING A SMALL BUSINESS:
For me, I  f ind deal ing with unhealthy ‘competit ion’  hard. 
I  think there is  a lways an element of competit ion and 
sometimes that’s  good for growth,  specif ical ly when it 
pushes you to better your personal  ski l ls  such as product 
development or t ime management etc.  However,  there 
have also been cases where my work and research have just 
been undermined. For example,  individuals  asking where I 
buy my materials  or  how I  make certain products,  to then 
pursue sel l ing the same without credit ing or thanking.  For 
me, that’s  very upsetting because I  know that smal l  shop 
owners spend a lot of t ime and money researching and 
perfecting our products.  I  don’t  l ike lett ing people down, 
but s ince I  encountered this  issue more than once,  I ’ve had 
to learn how to help others without r isking my business. 
Now, I  try to suggest ways in which they can research 
things i .e.  suggesting Youtube tutorials  or  reading blogs 
and joining onl ine forums. 

BUSINESS INSIGHTS :
Continual ly remind yourself  that progress is  not l inear. 
Growth takes t ime and sometimes you can get into the 
cycle of comparing yourself/your shop to others,  which is 
not healthy.  I ’m so gui lty for comparing myself  to shops 
that have been around longer or those with a bigger 
audience.  But through reminding myself  of my own 
goals  and how far I ’ve come from nothing,  I  real ised that 
everything is  on its  own t ime scale and I  just have to keep 
focusing on my own shop and how I  can do better for my 
customers because they real ly are amazing people.  I  a lso 
had to remind myself  why I  started the shop in the f irst 
place.  As much as I  love creating,  I  had a monetary goal 
that I  needed to reach for something very important, 
and I  couldn’t  afford to just give up. So,  it ’s  important to 
constantly remind yourself  why you’re doing what you’re 
doing and just keep at it .

UNEXPECTED BENEFITS :
I  get to meet a lot of new people.  Through opening my shop, and interacting with my 
customers,  I ’ve been able to meet people from al l  over the world!  I  have even made 
l ifelong fr iends through my shop and I  truly couldn’t  be more thankful  for that.  In regards 
to practical  ski l ls ,  I  have definitely learnt to deal  with my anxiety better.  Making my 
products helps me release energy so it ’s  very calming. 

GO-TO ADVISORS :
I f  I ’m struggl ing,  or if  I ’m uncertain about anything I  usual ly confide in my family and 
ask for advice.  If  there’s  anything business-specif ic I  try to research onl ine as much as 
possible or reach out to my fr iends with their  own smal l  shops (however I  only do this  if  I 
am truly at a loss ,  as I  want to learn through experience). 

TIPS AND ENCOURAGEMENTS FOR ASPIRING SELLERS :
What are you wait ing for?!  There are so many amazing opportunit ies wait ing.  Each one 
teaches you a lesson,  that I  promise wi l l  a lways st ick with you.  Plus,  it ’s  great fun being 
your own boss.

@PETITE_ZONE
COUNTRY:
Malaysia.

IDEAS AND INSPIRATIONS FOR GROUP ORDER ACCOUNT: 
At first, I was a dropshipper for an account for a few months. Then, 
I tried collaborating with my friend to open a selling account on 
Twitter. I gained some confidence to open my own GO and my 1st 
GO was NEOZONE T Ver but the result was not so good but I still 
tried to open for the next GO which is,  RELOAD NCT DREAM. It 
was a quite successful small GO this time. This was my first step as a 
GOM.

PRODUCTS: 
Photocard requests from a Korean seller, albums and SM 
merchandises. 

RESPONSIBILITIES AS A GROUP ORDER MANAGER (GOM) :
I need to make sure that all items ordered by customers will arrive 
and delivered to them in good condition. As a GOM, I need to 
ensure that I  fulfill and satisfy my customers. I make sure to wrap 
all items with extra caution especially photocards which every kpop 
stans treasure! 

USAGE OF ADVERTISEMENT:
I am making use of Twitter as my platform by doing a lot of 
giveaways and hosting a lot of mega sales.

PROBLEMS OR ISSUES ENCOUNTERED:
Problems are encountered, of course. There are times when items 
that were ordered from Korean sellers arrive in my hand in bad 
condition. This is probably because of the unwanted problems 
during shipping. Thus, I will inform the customers and give them the 
option if they still want their item delivered or they would opt for a 
refund.

MOST IMPORTANT THING IN HANDLING A GROUP ORDER ACCOUNT:
Maybe time management and always being up to date. GOMs need 
to always update their buyers and follow group activities very well 
especially when merchs or albums are released.

ENJOYMENT FROM THIS BUSINESS : 
It makes my heart flutter when customers get their items in good 
condition and leave good reviews!

TIPS :
I am not an experienced GOM yet but the first step is to gain trust 
from customers or followers. It will attract a lot of buyers soon.

Nci t yNci t y
Grou p  Or derGrou p  Or der
accountsaccounts
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@SUNFLOWERPEACH_
 
COUNTRY:
Philippines
IDEAS AND INSPIRATIONS FOR GROUP ORDER ACCOUNT: 
We started opening group orders mainly because we wanted 
to boost NCT’s album sales in our own little ways. We mainly 
do non-profit GOs since we want many fans to get NCT’s 
albums at a very affordable price.
PRODUCTS:
Mostly albums.
RESPONSIBILITIES AS A GROUP ORDER MANAGER (GOM):
I take the orders and manage the account. I’m also in charge 
of packing the albums for delivery and sending them to our 
customers.
USAGE OF ADVERTISEMENT:
We mainly use Twitter.
PROBLEMS OR ISSUES ENCOUNTERED:
Problems encountered will include some who just place an 
order and will not make a payment. There are also demanding 
customers. 
MOST IMPORTANT THING IN HANDLING A GROUP ORDER ACCOUNT?:
The most important thing is patience since doing this isn’t 
easy.
ENJOYMENT FROM THIS BUSINESS: 
I enjoy this because I get to connect with other fans and as a 
fan myself, I get so happy seeing them receiving their orders.
TIPS:
Just be patient and enjoy!
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